Cudi thang 7 vira qua tdi co dip dugc thap tung di cdu cd Salmon (ca
H6i) véi nhitng 6ng ban vong nién (toan |a nhitng ngwdi d3 trén 70 tudi)
& Lake Michigan, |a mét trong Ngii Dai H6 clia nudc MY.

D3 tirng nghe ndi vé su phirc tap cda viéc ciu ca salmon nay, nhwng sau
khi dwoc tan mat chirng kién va tim hiu qua hai ngudi My: thuyén
trwdng Dave va ban 6ng |a Arthur, mdi thay la né phirc tap nhiéu hon la
minh nghi. Toi ghi lai nhitng diéu hoc hdi dwgc dé chia sé cung cac ban
,d3t biét 1a nhitng ngudi cé chung sé& thich: CAU CA

Pé cho cau chuyén duwoc nhu dng ba minh hay bao d6 1a cé dau cé dudi
toi xin vao dé bang viéc [am thé nao t6i dwoc tham dy vao cudc fishing
tour nay. Tdéi may man quen biét véi anh Quyét, mot 6ng anh du d3 hon
70 nhwng tinh than va thé& xac van rat |a tré trung, van con cé thé danh
béng ban lién tuc hon hai tiéng déng hé chua biét mét. Mét ngudi rat
tha vi khi tro chuyén vi kién thirc sdu rong sau hon 20 nam lam phéng
vién cha dai truyén hinh KARE 11 tai Minnesota. Biét t6i thich ciu ca
nén khi 6ng Dave, mdt ngudi hang xdm & canh nha Anh Quyét di cau
cd, anh bén hoi dé t6i dwoc cung di cho biét. Khi tiép xuc vdi Captain
Dave tdi méi biét la 6ng thudc loai sw phu vé ciu ca, trong hon 30 ndm
gan bo vadi thu cau cd, 6ng da tirng tham du fishing tour & cac noi trong
va ngoai nudc My, séng nhiéu vdi thién nhién nén mac du 75 tudi ma
van con rat khde manh. Qua éng Dave tdi dugc biét thém éng Arthur,
mot ngudi cling yéu mén cudc séng thién nhién, d3 tirng lam viéc &
nhiéu noi trén thé gidi. Khi biét téi la nguwoi VN, 6ng cho biét khi 6ng
séng va lam viéc & Singapore 6ng d3 tirng ra vao Saigon 14 |an (vao
khoang thap nién 1990) dé huwdng dan ki thuat vé nha may lam lon
nuwdc ngot (aluminum can), 6ng cling da séng va lam viéc & nhiéu nudc
khac & A Chau (Nam Han, Phi Luat Tan, M3 Lai A...) va Uc Chau, sau khi
vé hwu d3 song 10 nam & Western Australia, khoang 100 cay sé vé phia
nam thanh phd Perth. M6t con ngudi d3 ti€p xdc védi nhiéu nén van hda
nén cling rat hoa déng va vui vé. Anh Quyét thi khéng hao hirng 13m vai



viéc cau ca nhung vi mudn téi duoc di trong chuy&n nay nén da sdp xé&p
dé cung di vdi téi. Hoi dai dong mot chit dé cac ban thay 1a toi da
duwoc hoc hédi rat nhiéu trong chuyén di nay, va véi cac nguoi dong hanh
nhu thé thi du cé cau duoc ca hay khdng thi toi van [a ngudi may man.

DAy la dng Arthur, Captain Dave (d6i ndn) va anh Quyét tai bén tau



8:30 sang th Ba 29-7, ching t6i (anh Quyét, 6ng Dave va tdi) xuat phat

tlr Ham Lake, tiéu bang Minnesota dé di dén Sturgeon Bay, tiéu bang
Wisconsin. Poan duwong dai 360 miles (khoang 570 cay s6) di ngang
Green Bay la noi cla doi foot ball (bédng chay) Packer cia Wisconsin.
Con trai 6ng Dave cé mét vacation home (nha nghi hé?) tai day va chiéc
tau chung t6i sé di cau cling dau tai bén gan dd. Sturgeon Bay d3 tirng
la co xwdng dong tau hdi quan phuc vu trong thé chién th& hai nay da
trd thanh khu dan cuw va nhitng khu resort.



Khu vire nay trong thé chién th& hai [a xwdng déng tau hai quan cla
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Sturgeon Bay |a thanh phé nhé dep, nam cach Green Bay khoadng hon
30 miles vé huéng bac. Nam bén hd Michigan, ho I&n dirng thi Hai vé



khéi lwgng nudc va dirng thr Ba vé dién tich mat nudc trong Ngii Dai
H6 (Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, Lake Ontario) nam & mién Bac
Hoa Ky. H6 Michigan |a hé duy nhat trong Ngii Dai H6 cé toan dién tich
nam trong nwdc My, bén ho kia déu cé chung dién tich vdi Canada. HO
Michigan cé khéi lwgng nwdc [a 4.900 Km3 va dién tich l1a 58.000 Km2,
cé chiéu dai 1a 494 Km va chiéu réng la 190 Km. P& cdc ban cd thé so
sanh dién tich mat nuwdc ciia hé Michigan t6i 18y sé liéu tlr Wikipedia:
dién tich cia déng bang song Clru Long 13 39.734 Km2. Toan tinh Vinh
Long hién nay c6 dién tich 13 1.496,8 Km2, c6 nghia la hé Michigan 1&n
hon dién tich cGa Tinh Vinh Long t&i 38 Ian va I&n hon dién tich cda
dong bang song Clru Long dén 1,5 lan.

X& chiéu ching tdi dén noi va clng dng Art (tén tat cOa Arthur, nha éng
Art chi cdch noi dau tau chirng 100 thwdc) chuan bi tau, can cau, xang
dé sang sém hém sau sé di ciu. Sau d4, thi dn chiéu va di mua gidy
phép cau cd cho t6i va anh Quyét. Vi la [an dau tién mua gidy phép cau
cad & tiéu bang Wisconsin nén chi trd 14 d6 la cho hai ngay cau/moi
ngudi, tir [an th& hai thi phai tra 25 d6 la/hai ngay/nguwdi. Moi ngudi s
duwoc cdu 5 con moi ngay (tinh s6 lvgng ch khong tinh trong lwgng) va
moi ngudi duwoc phép st dung 3 can cau mot luc.
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Chiéc tau chuing t6i di cau



Anh Quyét



Chuan bj can cdu va may mdc.






Cac loai can cau



Thay trén bén tau cé mot chiéc tau dé bang rao ban, téi td mo hdi gid
thi duwoc cho biét gid rao ban [a 110 ngan dolards...



Binh minh trén ho.

3 gi®r 30 sang hém sau,ching t6i tré lai bén tau d€ bat dau khdi hanh
cho chuyén cdu dau tién. Mdc du la dang gitta mua hé nhung thoi tiét
ntra dém vé sang trén ho chi khoang chirng 5-10 d6 C céng vadi sirc gid
khi tau chay 30-40 cay s6 gi® khién t6i du d3 mac 3 1&p 4o van cdm thay
se lanh. Chay dugc chirng 10 phut thi cai may tau 250 ma luwc bi truc
trdc, khi 1én ga thi bj miss fire (xin 16i, t6i khong biét tir chuyén mon cua
tiéng Viét goi la gi) thé 1a sau mot Iuc cd gang stra chita nhwng khong
duoc Captain Dave quyét dinh quay tré vé bén tau dé sira chira vi néu
chay ra khoi ma bj hu may thi phai tén rat nhiéu tién dé kéo tau vé. Sau
khi kiém tra va phat hién bd loc xang (gas filter) bi do va cé dong mot it



nuwédc. Ong Dave thay gas filter va ching toi lai ra khoi. Chay khoang 30
phut vai van tdc 20-25 miles / gid (32-40 cay s6 / gi®) thi dng Dave bat
dau chuan bj tha cau, lic nay 6ng Art |3i tau di vdi van téc khoang hon 2
miles/ gi& (3-4 cay sb / gi®). Bay gid, tdi mdi thdy sw phirc tap cla viéc
cau ca salmon. Chung tdi dang & noi do sau khoang 200feet (60 thudc),
dng Dave tha may xudng dé do nhiét d6 bén duwdi mat nwdc,6ng tim
xem nhiét do 50 + F (10+ d6 C) & do sau nao vi 6ng cho la noi d6 ca
salmon s& tim va can cau nhiéu hon.

Ong Art cam l3i tau

Sau d6 thi téi phan lwva mau cia moi, toan bé déu la moéi gia nhung co
d0 moi mau. Phai dodn chirng dé st dung mau nao cho hgp, dé 1a kinh
nghiém tich luy clia trng nguoi, lwdi cau thi cd mot chum ba nganh
budc sau mdt miéng kim loai dai chirng 5 phan, giéng nhu cdi mudng
(ho goi la spoon) son mau, hodc la don gian chi cé mét chum day ni-



16ng day mau sac, tir ludi cau tré 1én khodng 5 tic 1a mot miéng nhua
bé dai khodng gan ba tac bé ngang khodng 4-5 phan, véi hinh dang gon
sdng dé khi kéo theo tau s& udn lwgn dudi nwdc [am spoon séng dong
dé cad ddp moi. Vi 13 sdng s&m nén éng Dave dung miéng nhya cd son
chat 1an tinh réi dung dén flash danh vao dé khi xuéng nudc sé& phat
sang tao chuy cho ca.
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Cac loai luoi cau

D6 la mai phan dau tién la chon moi,sau do 1a chon can cau véi moi loai
day cudc khac nhau cho moi d6 sau. Trwdc tién 1a hai can cau phia dudi
va hai can cau & hai bén héng tau. Bon can ciu nay duoc ha xuéng do
sdu do éng Dave udc dinh tuy theo thoi tiét va nhiét d6. Dé gilr ludi cau
& d6 sau an dinh, Dave dung mét loai may goi |a down rigger chay bang
motor mang cuc chi 12 pounds (gan 6 kg) gan cuc chi s& cé mot cai mdc



dé méc day ciu vao, ludi ciu sé cich cuc chi ndy khoang 5 thudc. Khi cé
c4 can ciu, day s& tudc ra khdi cuc chi va minh chi viéc kéo ca vao thoi.
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Cuc chi 12 pounds (gan 6 kg)




Sau d6 1a téi hai can hai bén mang hai loai chi goi |a deepsey, dé la mét
miéng nhya tron c& ban tay nguoi I&n mang cuc chi nang khoang
200gr. Cau tao hinh dang ctia n6 sé rng dung véi van tdc cla tau, néu
tau chay cang nhanh thi né cang xuéng sau va bung ra ngoai xa tuy theo
do dai day cudc.
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Deepsey phia bén tay phai



Phao phia tay phai



M{i tén chi noi hai chiéc phao dang kéo sau tau

Cudi cung 6ng Dave tha thém 4 can cau phao vdi chiéu dai dady khoang
400 ft (120 m) phao nay cling cé cau tric dé khi van téc tau cang nhanh
thi phao cang dat ra xa hai bén. Sau khi cad 10 can cdu duoc tha xudng
thi 6ng Dave mdi cé thoi gian giai thich tat cd nhirng diéu nay véi toi.
Pang lang nghe 6ng Dave cdt nghia nhitng viéc vira thyc hién thi bong
tiéng Ong Art la to: fish on...(ca can cau) 6ng Dave rut cay can cau ma ca
vlra can ciu dua cho téi va bao: reel in (quay day vao). Téi hdo hirc
quay that nhanh vao, tiéng 6ng Dave la |én: dirng quay nhanh qud
nhwng d3 mudn... vi tdi quay nhanh qua con ca nwong theo trén trdi 1én
mat nudc va quay manh vuot khoi lwdi cau. Con dau tién da bi say.
Khodng 15 phut sau lai tiéng 6ng Art: fish on! Ong Dave lai dwa can cau
cho téi quay cd vao, lan nay tbi quay tir tir, khéng ddm quay nhanh va
ti€éng 6ng Dave la |én: faster, faster (nhanh |én, nhanh 1én) thém mét



con ca nita vuot khéi ludi cau. Ong Dave cat nghia la khi quay chdm qua
con ca s& quay dau dé ludi cau vudt ra. Phai gitt day ludn cing thang
nhwng khdng duwoc cang qud sé dit day. Sau khi say hai con thi dén con
thr ba t6i md&i kéo nd 1én duoc tau.
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Chu salmon dau tién, con nay khodng 3 kg




Mot con ca salmon va mot con ca rainbow trout

Ngay 30/7 troi rat dep.Budi sang gié nhe, mat hé ém 3. Ngbi bén thanh
tau dang chay cham cham, vira ngdm canh binh minh, vira h6i hdp chd
ca can cau,vira duoc hit thd khdng khi trong lanh, tAm hon that 1a sang
khodi, du khdng cé ca can cau van thay hanh phuic.



Binh minh trén hé Michigan.









Con ca can nang 9 pounds (khoang 4,5 kg)

Trén bén tau cé noi lam ca. Ho chi |3y fillet con dau va xuong thi phai
xay nat ra dé vao mot chd ho s& thu gom sau. Toi cling khdng biét ho



lam gi v&i nd, con may con ca tdi cau thi tdi dem dau ca vé dé nau canh
chua hodc nau |au Thai, con fillet thi cho vao bich ép chan khéng roi dé

vao freezer an tu tw




fillet ca

Ong Art

A~






Cho ca vao bich nilong sau dé hut khong khi ra

Chiéu ngay hém sau, 31/7 ching téi lai 1én thuyén dé ra khoi cu c3,
trudc khi tau xuat bén Captain Dave bao tdi védi anh Quyét 1ay thudc say
séng ra udng vi hdm nay gié manh sé cé song nhiéu hon. Ban dau toi va
anh Quyét dinh khéng uéng vi hai 1an trudc khdng udng nhung van ok,
nhwng sau ciu ndi cia 6ng Dave: thudc chi tdc dung sau 30 phut cho
nén néu mudn phong nglra say song thi phai uéng tir bay gi¢ hai anh
em lién |y thu6c udng ngay. Vira vugt qua ngon hai dang & 16i vao bén
tau t6i da thay song dap diu ngoai xa ch&t khéng ém 3 nhu sdng hém
qua.

Cang ra xa séng cang l&n, con tau lac v, chong chanh khéng ngét, toi
khéng ding virng néu khong vin vao mot céi gi do. Chiéu nay toi chi
ngoi xem 6ng Dave tha ciu ch khéng giup dwoc gi. Chiéc tau trong bo
c6 v8 to 1&dn nhung gidr day nd chi nhw 1a chiéc 14 trong bién nwdc. Pang



ngdi lim dim vi mét va say song thi tdi nghe tiéng 6ng Art: fish on!!!
Nguwdc nhin qua hang can cau dé xac dinh xem cd cdn can ciu nao, toi
nam |4y va bat dau quay vao. Dong hod trén may quay bdo |a 500ft day
ciu d3 tha ra, t6i phai vira xudng tan dé |y thang bang vira phai quay
may déu din dé dem ca vo trong IUc con tau van lac lv dir doi. C& thé

toi tir tir dwa con ca vé tdi gan tau dé dng Dave dung vot vat 1én.




Hoang hén 31-7-2014

La that, tir lUc t6i cAm can ciu dé quay con ca dinh cau, séng khong hé
giam, con tau khéng ngirng lac lv nhung t6i khong cdm thay diéu do,
trong dau chi tap trung vao cdi can ciu dé dwa con ca vé gan tau, sau
khi tha con ca vao cooler rdi thi cdi chong mat lai ap dén, lan nay con
mét hon va tir d6 dén luc vé tdi khéng dirng néi nita. Sau khi quay say
thém may con nira thi 6ng Dave quyét dinh thu cau dé trd vé, toi that
sy rat mirng vi strc chju dwng cda téi d3 gan can mac du téi chua bi nén
mtra, ¢ |& vién thudc udng trude lic ra khoi d3 giup téi dwgce phan nao.

8 gid thu cdu xong, 6ng Art chay vao bo, tdi nhin van téc cla tau la
20miles/gid, thé ma dén 45 phut sau ching t6i mdi vao tdi bo. Ong
Dave cho biét mot chuyén di nhu thé nay (4-5 gio dong hd) ngén hét 30
galon xang (khoang 120 lit).



Pém dd vé dén nha nhung toéi van cdm thay mat dat chao ddo nhu luc
con trén tau. Ho ndi hién tugng do la sea lag (t6i tra google nhung
chang thay tir nay, cd 1& day la ngdn ngit dia phuwong ching?).

Trua hdm sau ching toi ra vé két thic mdt chuyén di cdu thd vi. Trén
duwdng vé mua roi tirng chap, cd cd mua da. Cdm on Chda d3 cho may
ngay qua thoi tiét mat mé dé chju,gié hoi manh mdt chidt nhung tai toi
chua quen ch& véi 6ng Dave thi 6ng 8y ndi “it is not face me...” tam
dich 1a chwa nham nho gi d6i vdi dng &y.

Vai hinh anh ctia mét can nha hang xém ctia 6ng Dave & Sturgeon Bay

H6 ca chép phia sau nha 6ng Ron






Khu vuon tuyét dep sau nha 6ng Ron



Blrc tranh hay chau kiéng? Goi thé nao cho dung?




Mot y tudng la trong phong canh

Tuyen Vu

Minnesota 8-12-2014



